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1.3 Was the standard of performance attained by candidates in 
general appropriate for Graduate Diploma level?

YES 

Please Comment 
 
Due to Covid-19 adjustments, I saw fewer scripts than I would usually see prior to 
the main July exam board, but this still enabled me to see a spread of marks from 
across the various campuses. 
 
The students were now assessed by way of an open book exam, and those students 
at the top end were able to demonstrate excellent knowledge of the legal principles, 
and then apply those principles to the facts to produce detailed and thorough 
answers. Those students with the lower pass grades often made errors in their 
application of the law, or omitted some aspects. The weakest students sometimes 
struggled to identify the issue correctly, or were over-reliant on pre-prepared notes 
and were unable to apply their knowledge to a new scenario.  
 
Overall, the performance of the cohort was appropriate for this level.   
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2 Administrative Issues: please make any comments you wish to make on: 
 
2.1 The process of setting 
assessments. 
 
 
 
 
 

When I was sent draft exams for approval, it was 
often not stated what my deadline was.  This has 
been the case throughout my time as external 
examiner. When I have asked for confirmation, the 
sender of the assessment has rarely been able to 
answer my question. Please can the deadline for 
approval of the exam be stated each time a draft is 
sent through? 

2.2 The administration of 
assessment of coursework 
and the final examinations. 
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